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In a ruling issued on Nov. 27, the Supreme Court declared null and void all decisions adopted by the
National Assembly since Sept. 2. Sources from the judiciary told reporters the ruling was approved
in a 7 to 2 vote. The ruling reinforced a decision handed down by a Managua appeals court in
September, which had ordered a suspension of Assembly activities. During a Sept. 2 legislative
session which did not meet quorum requirements, National Assembly president Alfredo Cesar
presided over election of two new officials to the Assembly board of directors (See CAU 09/18/92).
Since then- -in open defiance of the appeals court ruling and despite an ongoing boycott by 39
Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) deputies and eight "center group" deputies from
the National Opposition Union (Union Nacional Opositora, UNO) Cesar has resorted to a series
of parliamentary maneuvers in order to continue convoking legislative sessions. The Supreme
Court ruling essentially boils down to a call on Cesar to return the Assembly to the situation
which prevailed prior to the Sept. 2 vote. This translates into removing from their posts the two
board officials elected on that day and eliminating a series of reforms in the Assembly's internal
statutes passed at Cesar's behest in October. It also implies overturning advances made since
Sept. 2 in Assembly discussions on several pieces of legislation, including a proposed national
voter registration card law, reforms to the labor code, and a property rights bill. As expected, the
controversial Supreme Court ruling provoked diverse responses. In a press conference, FSLN
leader in the National Assembly Sergio Ramirez asserted the ruling will go down in Nicaraguan
history as a landmark decision regarding respect for institutional rule in the country. For his part,
Cesar declared that the Supreme Court has no jurisdiction over internal affairs of the legislature
and that he therefore has no intention of complying with the ruling. "The Assembly," he affirmed,
"will continue to meet just as it has been doing since Sept. 2." On Dec. 1, in apparent retaliation
against the Supreme Court ruling, Cesar announced that he had provisionally suspended seven
of the "center group" deputies. Cesar indicated the seven were dismissed for having been absent
from all Assembly functions over a period of 90 days. Cesar added that he was evaluating the
possibility of likewise suspending all 39 Sandinista deputies on the same grounds. On Dec. 2, Cesar
defiantly convoked a ceremonial Assembly session to bestow a medal representing the legislature's
highest honor upon Pablo Antonio Cuadra. A renowned poet, Cuadra serves as a director of
daily newspaper La Prensa and has been a vociferous critic of both the Sandinista and Chamorro
administrations. Attending as invited guests at the ceremonial session were Vice President Virgilio
Godoy, representatives of the diplomatic corps, and leaders from the Catholic Church. (Sources:
Spanish news service EFE, 11/27/92; Agence France-Presse, 12/01/92; Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 11/28/92, 12/02/92)
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